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those who were thought worthy to be received were
treated like spoiled children, and petted and
flattered to their hearts' content. In their own
houses they were really des grands seigneurs, and
quite incapable of treating their invited guests with
the insolence that became the fashion among the
Jewish pwrvenus during the reign of the " citizen
king.5* It is one thing to disdain those whom one
does not think worthy of our acquaintance, and
another to insult those whom one has thought
proper to invite.

In their own houses, the inhabitants of the Fau-
bourg St. Germain were scrupulously polite : even
if some enterprising foreigner should have got in
surreptitiously, as long as he was under his host's
roof he was treated with perfect courtesy; though
ignominiously " cut" for the remainder of his days.
All this was not very amiable; but the inhabitants
of the " noble faubourg " were never distinguished
for their amiability. Their best characteristics
were the undaunted courage with which they met
death upon the scaffold, and the cheerfulness and
resignation with which they ate the bitter bread of
exile.

In general, les grandes dames were not remark-
able for their personal attractions, nor for the
elegance of their appearance or dress. The galaxy
of handsome women that formed the court of the
emperor had perhaps sent beauty somewhat out of
fashion ; for the high-born ladies who took their
place were what we should call dowdy, and had
nothing distinguished in their appearance. Many
of those who belonged to the most ancient families
were almost vulgar in outward form and feature:s, with more than
